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Collapse in Front of TV 

 68 yo male found by wife to be unresponsive 
in a chair while watching soccer 
 When aroused, he thought he might have 
fallen asleep 
 When paramedics arrived, he was awake and 
alert. BP = 160/90 and a regular pulse of 75 
 He was transported to the ED 



68 yo Male - Collapse 

 He ate breakfast that AM 
 He had a beer while watching TV   
 Prior anterior wall infarction, LAD occlusion, 
LVEF - 45%, LV clot 
 NYHA FC II CHF, HTN, diabetes, arthritis 
 Meds: metoprolol 50 BID, lisinopril 10 BID, 
furosemide 40 QD, amlodipine 5 BID, aspirin 
81 QD, insulin, warfarin  

Additional History 



68 yo Male - Collapse 

 BP supine = 160/95, HR=70 
 BP standing = 120/80, HR 75 @ 2 minutes  
 Exam unremarkable except an S4 gallop, a II/
VI systolic murmur and bibasilar rales 

Physical in the ED  



Electrocardiogram 
68 yo Male - Collapse 



Next Steps? 

 Labs? Which? Why? BNP? Troponin? 
 Stool Guaiac? 
 Echocardiogram? 
 CT Scan? 
 Admit? Why? 



68 yo Male – Admitted 

 Tilt table test was performed -> considered 
“positive” 
 He was sent home with an event monitor 

Is this reasonable? 
Any medications need adjustment? 



Event Monitor Recording 
68 yo Male – Collapse 

This was not associated with syncope 



Next Steps? 

 Pacemaker? 
 Other testing? What? 
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What is the best therapeutic approach? 



Summary 

  “Collapse” in a 68 yo male with heart failure 
and prior myocardial infarction 
 Orthostatic hypotension 
 Heart block – paroxysmal 
 Ventricular tachycardia - induced 


